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W h a t  D ifference  D o e s  It M a k e ?
By Joe Bautista
I believe in global warming. I believe it 
is a reality, not just a myth. And I believe 
that if our current rate of pollution con­
tinues, the end result will be very bad for 
everyone and for everything. So I ask my­
self why God ever allowed us to possess 
the kind of knowledge that would lead to 
the creation of base things like weapons 
of mass destruction, or power and manu­
facturing plants that on a daily basis pour 
into the heavens carbon emissions that our 
ecosystem cannot possibly digest? Would 
it not have been better for God to have 
placed certain limits on our capabilities 
in order to preclude us from creating such 
things? Have we become too powerful 
and “wise” for our own good? Some 
would argue that in order for God 
to place such limits, he would, by 
necessity, violate our free will.
Surely God could find a bet­
ter way, however, my guess 
is that the reasons are much 
more complex.
There must be some in- 
tentionality on God’s part 
that humankind has evolved 
to the point that she has now.
When God said, “Go and 
subdue the earth,” God 
knew that eventually 
humankind would 
have the power and 
means to accom­
plish this mandate.
Looking ahead, I 
find it hard to imagine 
God’s eschatological purposes 
for this earth being realized by 
a weak and undeveloped hu­
man race, no matter 
how well-inten­
tioned she may 
be. To put 
it another
Already there is a global consciousness, 
especially on the part of nations such as 
the U.S., that there is a need to scale back 
production and consumption in general. 
In order to do so, we need to make value 
judgments as a global society against those 
types of commercial activities that are not 
be deemed worthy of wasting precious base 
resources or we would unnecessarily in­
crease our current levels of pollution. As a 
church, or really, as churches, we can help 
in guiding and leading those around us in 
the type of criteria we should exercise in 
making those judgments. We could focus 
on local sources of production to reduce 
the pollution and the cost of shipping 
goods. We could create alternative 
uel industries such as the produc­
tion and distribution of biodiesel. 
We could pioneer new ways of 
doing business, that focus on 
\  cooperation and connected­
ness between the products 
and the people who make 
them. All the while we 
would be placing the em­
phasis not so much on speed 
of production or disposabil­
ity, but on long-term sustain­
ability and stewardship of 
resources that are seen as 
shared not just owned.
Some might wonder what 
difference it makes that 
we care for the earth if 
it will one day be con­
sumed as part of God’s fi­
nal plan. Well, if that’s the 
case, and this world is just a practice 
run for us before we are brought into 
the new one, perhaps we’d bet­
ter take much more
on page 10
way, perhaps such purposes could be ac­
complished only by the type of being who 
is capable of feats of such magnitude as 
being able to annihilate creation with the 
push of a button. For if humankind is pow­
erful enough to do this much harm, surely 
she can and hopefully will, do even greater 
good.
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If you haven’t figured it out yet, I specialize in childhood 
analogies. Whatever the topic, I can reach into my past and 
pull out a functional metaphor. So when I started working 
on this issue on global warming, I immediately thought 
back to my summer on the farm as a child.
I spent the summer in a kid’s paradise jumping 
over hay bales and climbing trees. As you can 
imagine, my cousins and I were encrusted with 
dirt by the end of every day. We developed a 
ritual of heading straight to the bathroom to 
wash up. But I was appalled to find 
that my cousin, Stacy, \ 
would leave the water run­
ning full-blast the entire time 
we were in the bathroom. In y 
my house this was a huge 
no-no. I quickly yelled for my 
aunt and tattled on my cousin, 
to which my aunt replied, “She j  
can waste all the water 
she wants, its well water 
and we own it.”
I realize now she’s right, to an extent. Our culture says it 
is her water to waste. But I wonder if the allure of our indi­
vidual rights have trumped our responsibility to the world at 
large?
My aunt and her family, like many Americans take 
pride in their freedom to have ownership over things 
in their life. In many ways, this culture of owner- 
, ship has been substituted for the biblical principle 
of stewardship. As we become more consumed by 
what is ours, we become less concerned 
with the needs of others. We must seek to 
integrate our identity as Westerners with 
our identity as children of God in a global 
community. For me, this means I choose to 
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FLEXCAR: C hanging T he W ay W e M ove
By Niclc Warms
Change happens. The typewriter gave 
way to the computer, the Atari gave way 
to the Nintendo, and the compact disc has 
given way to the IPod. What if individual­
ized transportation as we know it also gave 
way to a new phenomenon? What if a com­
munity approach at transportation was an 
option? Flexcar is asking these questions as 
they approach changing the way we move.
My wife and I grasped Flexcar’s vision 
to a new way of movement as soon as we 
arrived at Fuller in early August. The com­
pany opened our eyes to the opportunity of 
saving money and practicing considerate 
community, while preserving the earth and 
having convenient access to transportation. 
We were thrilled to pursue these ideas while 
not having to absorb the cost of an automo­
bile that we rarely used and predominately 
sat in our carport.
Flexcar has given Fuller students the op­
tion of joining the idea without an initial 
payment. (Others pay a forty-dollar “initia­
tion” fee.) The signup is easy and takes ten 
minutes on Flexcar’s website. Within 5-7 
business days a packet of info arrives in 
the mail that includes your very own Flex­
car card. (It looks like a credit card.) After 
signing up for a time online or through call­




the road will 
be yours. You 
will be charged ten dol- lars an hour 
but this payment includes gas, insurance, 
and all the miles that you can tackle on Los 
Angeles concrete. (I would also recom­
mend taking the short survey directly after 
you sign up. It will get you 60 minutes of 
free drive time. You can also get free time 
by having people give you referral credit 
when they sign up. Feel free to give me 
some love!)
Whether you desire to take insurance off 
your car like my wife and I, or just want 
another option for transportation during 
your time at Fuller, Flexcar is a can’t miss 
opportunity. (Signing up your guests to the 
L.A. area is also something that I will be 
practicing. You could be generous by pay­
ing for their Flexcar while they visit rather 
than sending them over to the Metro!) The 
cars are new and well maintained. Gas is 
covered, insurance is covered, and miles 
are unlimited. Whether Flexcar will be a 
cultural breakthrough that minimizes car-
Continued on page 10
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A n  I n c o n v e n ie n t  T r u t h ; Too Much Gore
By Pat McCullough
e r r i
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On my wife’s birthday in July there was a 
record-setting heat in Southern California. 
According to the Weather Channel web­
site, the temperature hit 112 degrees here 
in Pasadena. Given that factor, it was an 
appropriate day to see the global warming 
documentary hit, An Inconvenient Truth.
We found the film to be both good and 
bad; perhaps it is better to start with the 
negatives. Really there is only one: too 
much A1 Gore. For those who do not know 
the premise of the movie, it is basically 
a lecture/presentation given by A1 Gore, 
souped-up with graphics, charts, and some 
extra music with intermittent video clips of 
A1 Gore’s life mixed in. He travels around 
the world to deliver the presentation, pro­
claiming the message of global warming to 
every tribe and nation.
The film is almost as much about A1 
Gore’s story as it is about global warming. 
It speaks of his struggle to highlight this is­
sue during his time in politics, the silence 
from his colleagues, the attacks from his 
adversaries, and of course, his perspective 
on the whole 2000 election fiasco.
As one lonely negative review stated 
(most critics heaped praise upon the film): 
“The film makes [Gore] out to be a bigger 
martyr and a better savior than Jesus Christ, 
himself.” The comment may be over the 
top, but it highlights an unfortunate truth 
about An Inconvenient Truth: that is, it does 
portray Gore as a martyr. Those who think 
that global warming is a hoax will be re­
miss to jump on board the environmental­
ism train when the facts are being delivered 
by the lips of a liberal “enemy.” 
Futhermore, since it is mostly about A1 
Gore, it is mostly about politics. The film 
only leaves room for average-person prac­
tical solutions in a typed format at the end 
of the movie. It would have been nice to see 
footage of people building energy-efficient 
houses, engaging activism, and generally 
making life changes. That would make the 
possibilities for change feel more tangible.
My mother-in-law mentioned another 
reason that “too much A1 Gore” is a prob­
lem. Some will find it boring. For me, one 
who spends his days listening to lectures 
and presentations, it was intellectual bliss. 
But for those who are “not the college type” 
as Christina’s mom put it, do not like sitting 
and listening to someone talk about graphs 
for an hour and a half; this movie may be 
a struggle to get through. As the aforemen­
tioned negative review states, “Most of the 
footage of Gore shows him in quiet con­
templation, or it has him fiddling with his 
PowerPoint presentation which is almost 
as thrilling as watching the actual presenta­
tion.” It is hard to argue with that.
On the positive side, this film presents 
the arguments, quite clearly, from an en­
vironmentalist perspective. I say “environ­
mentalist” and not “scientific” perspective 
because it was A1 Gore, not actual scien­
tists. A1 Gore does, however, speak quite 
eloquently (as we should expect after giv­
ing the same presentation “one thousand
two hours  o f  yo u r  l i fe
"flp m iT  a m
times”) and his visual presentation is quite 
helpful and well crafted. If we had a docu­
mentary focusing on the scientists, it might 
be difficult for the layperson to understand. 
Gore gives us stats, figures, and charts 
that show what the scientists are saying in 
a way that is easy to understand. And the 
flip side to “too much A1 Gore” 
is the estimable fact that someone 
with such power and influence is 
devoting himself to getting this 
message out to the masses.
Overall, the film was challeng­
ing to me personally, but leaves 
me wanting more (and not more 
Gore). Being an aspiring aca­
demic in a very different field, 
and being married to a specialist 
in a scientific area, I would like 
to see the actual journal articles. I 
would like to see facts from repu­
table scientists and not from for­
mer (future?) politicians. I would 
also like to see “regular” people 
changing their behavior to make 
the environment a better place. 
Perhaps even Fuller could be a place full 
of those regular folk seeking the facts and 
living revolutionary lives.
Pat McCullough is a 
second year MDiv stu­
dent who often contem­
plates about whether he 
should buy the organic 
brand-name veggies from 
a thousand miles away 
or the non-organic kind 
grown locally."
Are you interested in seeing An 
Inconvenient Truth? There will 
be a screening in Travis Audito­
rium on Thursday, Oct. 19th, at 
7pm. The screening is sponsored 
by the I/PJCC.
Overall, the film was chal­
lenging to me personally, but 
leaves me wanting for more 
(and not more Gore). J  would 
like to see the actual journal 
articles... I would also like to  
see “regular” people changing 
their behavior to make the 
environment a better place.
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F i n d in g  H a p p in e s s
By Britta Phillips
I often ask a very simple question as I 
crawl through Los Angeles in my humble 
little Ford: “Are you really happy?” I ask 
it of myself, as the traffic inevitably eats 
away my fingernails. But to my fellow An- 
gelinos, many of whom enjoy the perks of 
life in Los Angeles much more than I do, 
I ask the question with increasing breadth: 
“Do you like commuting to every aspect of 
your life? Don’t you miss your kids, your 
friends, and your dog while you’re stuck 
on the road? Do you miss that thing you 
used to do when you were a kid? They call 
it ‘walking’? Do you like sitting alone in 
your car alongside a million people alone 
in their cars? Are lovely sunsets worth asth­
ma, odd weather patterns, and an inter­
personal disconnect that never quite 
remedies itself?”
Add to these pressing ques­
tions the possibility that our 
life here in Los Angeles could 
inflict serious bodily harm 
on other people. What if our 
habits of consumption, par­
ticularly that obsessive lust 
for petroleum that makes our 
glamorous way of life pos­
sible, were actually contrib­
uting to the starvation and 
subsequent
aggression against millions of people?
What if I told you anywhere from
200,000 to 400,000 people were already 
dead, and our collective commute had 
something to do with it? What about our 
happiness then?
According to many scientists, and at least 
one western government, this is precisely 
what has occurred, and is still happening, 
in Darfur, the eastern region of Sudan that 
emerged as a trendy cause of the celebrity 
elite and student groups alike. Seed Maga­
zine reported in August that British Home 
Secretary John Reid recently attributed 
m u c h  of the humanitar­
ian crisis and 
ongoing
g e n o ­
cide to a 
dwindling set of 
resources being replaced by an ever­
growing Sahara Desert. Access, or a 
lack of access, to natural resources is 
one of the primary causes of an over­
whelming amount of global conflict. 
Everyone needs water to survive. 
If a given space has two groups of 
people, and only enough water for 
one, either somebody has to leave 
or somebody has to make the oth­
er group leave. In Darfur, a mix 
of government troops, govern­
ment-backed militias, and rebel 
armies are locked in an intense 
struggle for survival. To over­
simplify the case, the western 
part of Sudan around the Nile 
is attempting to retain its po­
litical status, while the people of the politi­
cally-neglected Darfur region are simply 
trying to find enough food and water for 
bodily survival. The situation is dire, and it 
calls for action from the world: not political 
initiative, but personal, grassroots changes 
in habit and focus.
I am perpetually curious about what it 
is that we try to protect by so vehemently 
avoiding change. We don’t want to rush into
W hat if our habits 
of consumption, 
particularly that 
obsessive lust for 
petroleum that makes 
our glamorous way of 
life possible, were 
actually contributing 




habits we know are healthier because we’re 
unsure of their necessity. Americans loathe 
and despise demands from anything other 
than the Self, which continues to prove a 
remarkably driven commander. Heck, any­
body who knows me could tell you that 
I deal miserably with given orders. But I 
also know what I see, and I am definitely 
scared. I’m looking at a California climate 
I recognize less and less with every season. 
I’m watching fewer personal connections 
being made, fewer options for the poor in 
our immediate midst, and still more cars 
on the road. And I’m looking at a world in 
which Darfur can happen and I can unwit­
tingly participate. Autonomy is a lovely 
fiction we have created for ourselves, and 
while we don’t realize that we’re going to 
pay the price of our own dishonest living 
someday, I know that somebody else very, 
very far away has already figured it out in
Continued on page 8
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C a n  H u m a n s  D e st r o y  W h a t  G o d  C r e a t e d ?
A Reflection by Esther Miller
I have been contemplating the thought of 
j global warming for quite some time. What 
I was pondering was the fact that tempa- 
tures in recent weather reports from various 
places in the world were reaching record 
lows and not the record highs as one would 
expect from global warming.
Recently, when I saw my brother-in-law, 
a meteorologist, I questioned him about 
why the weather reports were not fitting 
with my perception of global warming. 
Much to my surprise, he informed me that 
most meteorologists view global warming 
caused by humans as not much of a factor 
for phenomena attributed to it. This infor­
mation has formed the basis of this paper; 
to discover and understand more complete­
ly the information regarding global warm­
ing-
For a few decades now, human-made 
global warming has been touted as a major 
factor of the warming of the earth. How­
ever, there are many complex factors in the 
science of climate change that this short ar-
Much to my surprise, he 
informed me that most 
meteorologists view 
global warming caused by 
humans as not much of a 
factor for phenomena 
attributed to it.
tide can barely do it justice. Nevertheless, I 
will show when the belief of global warm­
ing began and what climate changes have 
been observed in the past and the present.
In 1988 Dr. Michael Mann published a 
report and graph called the hockey stick. 
This report showed that temperatures had 
remained fairly stable for the last 900 years 
but then during the 1900’s the temperatures 
had increased significantly.1 Within a few 
years, scientists made the assumption that 
human activity was the major factor in this 
temperature increase. However, it is now 
known that Dr. Mann’s research was faulty.
1. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Mann_(scientist)
This page was last modified 18:53,13 September 2006.
In fact, the National Academy of Sciences 
recently printed a report that shows that 
temperatures in the past have not re­
mained stable. For example, during the 
1700’s there was a “little ice age” and 
around A.D. 1000 there was a “medi­
eval warm period”.2 It is now known 
that there are other factors in tempera­
ture increases and decreases that 
were not taken into account 
in Dr. Mann’s report.
One factor is the At­
lantic Multidecadal 
Oscillation (AMO) 
which is the obser­
vation of periods 
of temperature 
increases and de­
creases in the At­
lantic Ocean. In 
the past, what has 
occurred are peri­
ods of 20-40 years 
where the temperature 
in the Atlantic Ocean is 
warm and then oscillates to 
a cool cycle. During the 1950’s 
to the mid 1970’s there was an AMO 
temperature decrease, and since 1975 to the 
present there has been an AMO tempera­
ture increase.3 Interestingly, it was during 
an AMO temperature decrease that much 
carbon dioxide was being pushed into the 
atmosphere. In fact, the GSA (Geological 
Society of America) has reported that at the 
time when C02 was introduced into the 
atmosphere that global temperatures were 
noted to be cooler and therefore it is unlike­
ly that C02 is responsible for the current 
increase in temperature. Instead the GSA 
attributes the temperature increase to the 
most obvious source: the sun’s radiance. 
Data from satellites has revealed that solar 
radiation has been increasing for the past 
24 years which covers the warm period 
now observed. Similarly, solar irradiance 
has been occurring in cycles; if the cycles 
continue the warm period we are now en­
during will
end
shortly.4 The obvious ques­
tion for those who perpetrate 
the global warming theory 
would be how does C02 














ing the AMO 
and many other 
factors now being 
attributed to global 
warming. AMO has been 
credited with causing drought, 
impacting air temperatures, and the sever­
ity of hurricanes. What is interesting is that 
many of these same factors are now being 
attributed to global warming. Ice cores and 
tree rings show that fluctuations in temper­
ature (from AMO) have been taking place 
for the last millennium, making it highly 
unlikely that humans are affecting the cur­
rent warm ing trend. In any case, AMO 
cycles both exaggerate and disguise global 
warming, making it difficult to determine 
the cause of global warming.5 There is also 
a Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) that 
runs in periods of 20 to 40 years. It behaves 
much like the AMO and has similar effects 
on the environment.
At present, it is also very difficult to 
predict with any kind of certainty what 
climate changes will occur in the future. 
Computer models have been used in the
Continued on page 10
2. http://www.freedom.org/news/200606/29/inhofe.phtml 
June 29,2006 published by the Environmental Conservation 
Organization
3 . http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/faq_fig2.php Last
updated 2005 Sep 09 14:12
4 . http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2005AM/finalprogram/abstract_
95510.htm 2005 Salt Lake City Annual Meeting (October 
16-19,2005) The Geological Society of America
5. http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/amo_faq.php Last 
updated 2005 Nov 09 13:23 by NOAA, the Physical Ocean­
ography Division.
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W arming U p to a N ew D iet
T HERE ARE SOME CHRISTIANS
THAT REMAIN UNCONVINCED BY
THE EVIDENCE POINTING TO
DRAMATIC,
preventable, global temperature changes. 
There are some theological systems that necessarily prevent 
adherents from even considering the possibility that humans 
could have the freedom and power to participate in the potential 
destruction of our planet. For them, global warming is not real.
There are other Christians that have examined the scientific data, 
and heard the grim forecast(s), and yet do not connect Christian 
discipleship with practical action on behalf of our overheated 
home planet. Some of them do not know which of their choices 
are actually harmful to the earth; and many do not think that indi­
vidual change(s) would be sufficient to make a substantial impact 
on the future of our globe. For them, global warming is not really 
an urgent, moral issue.
If the above perspectives describe your view(s), then this article 
is not for you. You can read it if you like, but we are very busy in 
seminary, and ministry, and we all have a few TV shows we just 
can’t miss, a few relationships that require our time and energy, 
and so consider this my “not offended if you skip this” disclaim- 
er-there is no need for you to actually read this.
This article is 
intended for those 
that are deeply 
invested in glob­
al stewardship. 
Maybe you ride 
a bike when a 
car is unneces­
sary. You opt 
for a hybrid or 
a gas efficient 
a u t o m o b i l e ,  





r e p l a c e  
wasteful ap­
pliances, use 
l o w - f l o w







If your concern for the environment includes action to help halt 
global warming you may feel like you are doing all that you can 
to do your part. Or, if your concern for the planet is a newfound 
passion, you may still be looking for simple, effective ways to step 
more lightly and live more compassionately.
Would you be surprised if I told you that at least 75% of Ameri­
cans actively, and profoundly contribute to global warming by the 
foods they choose to eat every day? What if I told you that by 
changing to a new diet, you could reduce the greenhouse gas bur­
den by over 50% more than you could by switching from a Honda 
Civic to a Toyota Prius? It’s true. And it’s simple. All you need to 
do is to stop eating animals.
The meat-based average American diet, in a number of ways, 
causes and increases global warming. While most us had no idea
The 10 billion land animals 
that are slaughtered each year 
in the U.S. alone; the 90,000 
cows and calves that are 
slaughtered every 24 hours; 
and the 14,000 chickens that 
are slaughtered every minute 
have a devastating effect on 
global climate.
about the link between meat production and consumption, and 
global warming, the truth is that by choosing to continue to eat 
animals and animal products we are complicit in the real, “char- 
broiling” of our planet.
Global warming and a meat-based average American diet are 
connected in a number of ways. First, the animals themselves emit 
harmful greenhouse gases. They always have. But we have transi­
tioned from family operations, to massive factory farms. And we 
have transitioned from occasional meat eating, to a system of con­
sumption wherein meat and meat products are absolutely central. 
We eat almost five times the meat today that we did in the 1950’s. 
Meat consumption has increased 25% since 1975, and we eat 61% 
more poultry than we did just three decades ago. The 10 billion 
land animals that are slaughtered each year in the U.S. alone; the
90,000 cows and calves that are slaughtered every 24 hours; and 
the 14,000 chickens that are slaughtered every minute have a dev-
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than 20% of the C02 “attributable to human activity.” And 16% 
of the world’s annual production of methane is emitted from the 
burps and butts of livestock (cattle, dairy cows, pigs) raised for hu­
man consumption. 16% is some 100 million tons a year! (Methane,
I by the way, is 21 times more powerfully destructive than C02.) 
Eating more meat means more mooing and manure- that means 
more greenhouse gases, and ultimately more global warming.
Second, the production and transportation of the animal prod­
ucts we eat requires the burning of significantly more fossil fuels 
than the production and transportation of plant-based foods. Just 
like unprocessed foods require less energy than processed foods, 
and local foods less than those heavily transported, plant prod­
ucts require 10-20% less energy to produce than animal products 
(including fish). The energy and fuel needed in factory farms, 
slaughterhouses, and animal transport is of course substantial. 
But animals also require food and water. The production of food 
and water itself requires the burning of fossil fuels, so that animal 
production and consumption is inherently wasteful and inefficient. 
The energy and gas needed to fuel the average American (through 
diet), is essentially equivalent to the energy needed to fuel the av­
erage American automobile.
Lastly, since human demand for meat is increasing, and the fi­
nancial rewards are great, foreign economies are looking for op­
portunity and space to raise and export animal products. Just one 
of the consequences of this market reality is the rapid clearing of 
rainforests for cattle grazing. As the rainforests are cleared, our
planet’s ability to absorb C02 is hampered. In “both 1993 and 
1994, the U.S. imported 200 million pounds of meat” from Cen­
tral and South America. For every fast-food hamburger made from 
rainforest beef, 55 square feet of tropical rainforest is cut down 
and burned.
While many people have considered going vegan because of 
compassion for animals, or for health reasons, others are warming 
up to a plant-based diet because they believe that global climate 
change is a moral imperative. (It is the position of The American 
Dietetic Association that appropriately planned vegetarian diets are 
healthful, are nutritionally adequate, and provide health benefits in 
the prevention and treatment of certain diseases.) So cool it with 
the meat, eggs and dairy. As Dan Brook has said, global warming 
can be fought with a fork and spoon. And you can start today.
For more information see:
Earth Interactions, Vol. 10, pp. 1-17, March 2006
United Nations Environment Programme's Unit on Climate Change
State o f the World 2004: Special Focus: The Consumer Society
Another Inconvenient Truth: Meat is a Global Warming Issue by Dan Brook
Russ is a PhD student in Practical Theology. He 
has been married to his wife, Miranda, for 3 years.
He has a 2 year old son (Aidan). He has been a 
vegan for 7 years.
Plug Y our N ose and Say " A hh!
By Joy Stefom
a m . T h e  s t e n c h  h i t
N O SE  L IK E  A  B R IC K  W A L L . 
Y O U  K N O W  T H E  S M E L L .
D R I V I N G  up the five and ha(j just hit the cow zone.
Normally, I would roll up my windows, put 
my air on recirculate and forget about it.
But it was hot, really hot, and my air was 
broken. So I endured, breathing through my 
mouth and trying not to stare at the masses 
of immobile cattle standing in their own ex­
crement. “Great cheese comes from happy 
cows. Happy cows come from California.”
Happy my #$%. These cows did not seem 
too happy. The frustration started to rise.
Not only did I have to sit here and ingest 
this God-forsaken smell, but God did not 
create cows to live like that. And why? For 
hamburgers and steak. Factory farming is 
not new, but it is continually polluting our 
streams and lakes. What happened to sus­
tainable livestock grazing?
My frustration goes beyond factory farm­
ing. We are such carnivores that more than
half of American grain and 40% of worldwide grain is being fed 
to livestock. In a world where 25% of the population faces starva­
tion on a daily basis, this should give us pause. The grain used to 
feed our animals could end starvation. This from a nation where 
over half the population is overweight. We must stop shoving food 
into our mouths mindlessly. I know the issue is much more com­
plicated than I could possibly understand. I also know that those 
cattle farms are still sitting there along the five, and its not because 
the owners are passionate about all things bovine. Someone is sup-
Continued on page 10
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G u id e p o s t s : P r a c t ic a l  P rayer  1 0 1
By Dustin and Jenni Perkins
Prayer is a central discipline of 
the Christian life, but one not often 
taken very seriously. Though the 
apostle Paul exhorted the Thessa- 
lonian church to “pray continually,” 
only sixteen percent of pastors are 
satisfied with their prayer lives. 
Fuller students, as future leaders 
in the Christian church, we must 
be serious about training ourselves 
and creating 
prayerful habits in our 
daily lives. As minis­
ters, missionaries, and 
psychologists we will 
be relied upon by our 
congregations and cli­
ents to teach them how 
to pray effectively.
How can we possibly 
accomplish that if we 
ourselves are lack­
ing in prayer? Given 
the dire importance of 
this learning task, it is imperative that we 
students find ways to be trained and kept 
accountable for maintaining a wholesome 
prayer life and learning how to convey this 
to other people. Though we have yet to 
hear of a course that offers this necessary 
training, there is a ministry opportunity 
which provides it in spades: the Guideposts 
Prayer Ministry.
In a culture awash with pessimistic me­
dia, the magazine Guideposts inspires and
stories of God’s grace and faithfulness in 
troubled times, bolstering hope and edi­
fying the faith of people who badly need 
it. More than just telling stories about an­
swered prayer, the magazine actively helps 
its subscribers experience prayer through 
the Prayer Line. Each issue prints a toll- 
free number to call so readers can pray 
with a live representative about whatever 
is bothering or threatening them. Fuller has 
a prayer team which staffs 
the line several hours each 
week, fielding calls from 
desperate people who 
need God’s help.
For much of the past 
year, we have spent two 
hours a week on the Cat­
alyst’s third floor praying 
for the needs of strang­
ers. It has been a deeply 
rewarding ministry for 
both of us, as we have had 
the opportunity to come 
alongside hurting people with requests 
varying from the mundane to the critical. 
Despite only sharing a maximum of ten 
minutes at a time with each caller, we were 
able to provide significant, healing pastoral 
care in ways that astounded us. One morn­
ing, Jenni received a call from a man griev­
ing over his recently deceased young son. 
The prayer and care given to him made him 
feel the need to get his wife so Jenni could 
pray with her, too! By the end of the short 
encourages millions of subscribers with call, this couple had evidently felt divine
D a r f u r Continued from Page 4
healing through the telephone line. Dustin 
got repeated calls from an Arizona wom­
an on the brink of a nervous breakdown. 
His prayers, though started with her open 
weeping, ended with a contented sigh on 
the other end of the line. Both callers said 
that the prayer line was an absolute God­
send.
It has been a privilege for us to serve the 
hurting people of America through prayer. 
Being on the prayer line has forced us to 
consider our own prayer lives and reflect 
upon how God uses prayer to accomplish 
His will on earth. We have gained discern­
ment and wisdom about what is appropri­
ate to pray for and how we can teach oth­
ers about God’s power and love through 
prayer. We have learned more about prayer 
here than a $1200 course could teach us, 
and sharing our combined prayers with 
hundreds of people over the past year has 
also brought us closer as a couple. This 
ministry has blessed us in allowing us to 
bless others. If you want to be a part of this 
valuable, soul-feeding opportunity please 
contact Bob Rice at fuller_guideposts@ 
yahoo.com.
Dustin (MDiv ’08) 
and Jenni (MAT ’07) 
can’t believe they’ve 
been in California 
for a whole year.
Their Texan accents 
are almost gone and they’ve begun to get freaked 
out by strangers, but they still pray that God will 
part traffic like Moses at the sea.
the worst way.
Every time I turn the key in the igni­
tion, and increasingly whenever I buy food 
that isn’t locally grown, something in me 
cringes. I find myself looking for falling 
skies, or in more realistic terms, a much 
closer beach. While the appeal of shoreline 
property could be somewhat tempting, I 
am locked into a fear I have never known 
before: making my life possible already 
makes other lives impossible. This is not 
something I can even begin to live with, 
but it is not going away, and so I’m the one 
that must change.
This article is really written to myself. I 
am begging myself into radical changes in
what I eat, what I wear, where I buy, and 
how often and long I drive. I am begging 
myself to help stop the spread of the unfor­
giving deserts. I am reminding myself by 
writing these things, more so than aiming 
at any readers, that Jesus did not ask me 
to move toward healing only after all the 
evidence comes. And if there is anything I 
ought to protect and assist, it is certainly 
the continued and bettered life of beloved 
fellow children.
In my little, now-very-ashamed Ford, 
the question shifts, from “Are you happy, 
Britta?” to “Can you ever find happiness, 
Britta?” I will, when the temperatures cool, 
the deserts shrink back, and Darfur finally
has enough water to put down the guns. 
When Darfur’s children can afford that 
unique and precious happiness that comes 
only with good relationship between the 
earth, humanity, and G-d, then so can I.
Britta K (Phillips) has just 
moved into Fuller housing 
on Oak Knoll. The seven 
miles she does not drive 
to or from school mean 
the world to her. On her 
walks to and from school, 
she’s starting to think that 
this meaning is no coincidence.
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T o p  E x c u se s  fo r  G e t t in g  a  P a r k in g  C it a t io n
We have heard it all, and we compiled this list of parking 
excuses. Most are based on real situations and modified as we 
saw f it  All individuals will remain anonymous.Take note!
I . My dog ate my parking permit.
2 .1 have a parking sticker. I simply choose to display it where 
it cannot be seen; [or] why can’t  you see the sticker on the 
inside of my tinted windows?
3 .1 just don’t  want to put the adhesive side of my sticker on 
the outside of my window, and I can’t  help it if the non-adhe­
sive side of the sticker falls off the inside of the window.
4 .1 shouldn’t  get a citation because I have a parking sticker. I 
didn’t  know that I have to  put the sticker on my car.
5. Don’t  you know my car; [or] don’t  you know that I paid 
for parking? W hy is it necessary for me to have the current 
sticker on my car?
6 .1 thought that having a parking permit allowed me to  park 
anywhere. I did not realize I needed to become familiar with 
the parking rules and map [made available by the parking of­
fice] to know the proper parking areas.
7 .1 couldn’t  find a space, so I created my own space ex nihilo 
[out of nothing].
8 .1 drove a different vehicle today. Oh, did I need a parking 
permit for that?
9. I didn’t  see the handicapped/carpool/motorcyde/visitor 
sign after I parked over it.
10 .1 never received my permit. I didn’t  know it would be sent 
to my Fuller mailbox [as the parking application says].
11.1 didn’t  realize the signs saying “Parking by permit only” 
were serious; [or] I didn’t  realize I should pay attention to  
the signs.
12,W ho would have imagined that the rules are enforced on 
nights and weekends?
13 .1 can’t  figure out why I got this citation. Maybe I need to 
get a new sticker [when car is parked outside the lines].
14.1 didn’t  know visitor spaces don’t  apply to me if I am a 
Fuller student/employee.




16. I just 
d i d n ’ t 
r e a l i z e  
that I was 
d o i n g  
anything  






17 .1 didn’t  think I needed 
a permit if I only drive to  
campus 3; times or less 
per week/ only at night/ 
only on weekends/only 
for a few hours or less.
18.1 thought there was 
a grace period for the 
first ten weeks of class.
19. But my parking 
sticker/handicapped  
placard/carpool per­
mit was on my car.You 
just need to  look with 
your spiritual eyes.
2 0 .1 do not have time
to follow the parking rules. I am too busy to  take responsibil­
ity. Concession must be made for me.
2 1. For reasons beyond my control, I was unable to  obtain a 
parking permit. I did not realize, [or] I don t  see why, I cannot 
park on campus.
2 2 .1 had no choice but to park outside the lines, because the 
vehicle on the other side parked too close [but not over the 
line]. Give that car a ticket, not me!
23. My parking violation was an act of protest against Fuller’s 
lack of sufficient parking spaces. Fuller is an unjust econom­
ic system that oppresses marginalized students/employees. 
Nonviolent resistance is needed to  combat this injustice.
2 4 .1 own Fuller, and I should be able to park whenever and 
wherever I want, without worrying about your stupid rules; 
[or] I am God, and the rules don’t  apply to  me.
2 5 .1 don’t  have a 
good excuse, but
maybe if I’m an­
gry enough it will 




• Precious Metal Arts
• Ancient Chants
For more inform ation g o  to www.brehmcenter.org 
or contact u s at 6 2 6 .3 0 4 .3 7 8 9
Brehm Center
FO R  W O RSH IP. THEO LOGY. AND TH E  ARTS








S ay " A h h !" Continued from Page 7
porting that-with 
their wallets and 
with their silence.




America has seen 
over one-third of its 
forests cut since the 
early 1960’s, while 
pasture land has in­
creased by 50%. We 
are sacrificing the 
rain forest for meat.
In case you’ve forgot­
ten, the rain forest is a 
major stability factor 
in the threat 
of global warming. Then there is the is­
sue of higher packaging and transportation 
costs for meat, meaning a greater reliance 
on the finite supply of fossil fuel. Also, a 
vegetarian diet is healthier than a meat- 
based diet. Alternative sources of protein 
are becoming more and more appealing if 
not necessary.
I do not just want to play the role of the 
dooms-day prophet (though I am). What I 
want to say is simply this: You have a choice. 
The petty decisions we make on a day-to- 
day basis profoundly impact the lives of 
others and the world God has created. Take 
the huge leap of faith; buy free-range, or­
ganic meat, some beans and find out which 
fish have been over-harvested. Read about 
the impact of foreign food transportation, 
and buy produce from a farmers’ market. 
It matters, and its not nearly as difficult as
chasti­
ty. If you want more informa­
tion, more tools, visit my blog, Pied Beauty 
(www.piedbeauty.org). It focuses on peace, 
justice, women’s issues, and, of course, my 
latest musical and literary discoveries. I 
just posted an article on eating locally. Go 
read it. Go, do something.
As a post script, let me say justice must 
be holistic. Eating ethically is only one 
(though a salient one) part of a conscien­
tious lifestyle.
When she’s not making 
coffee in the Bookstore 
Joy enjoys blogging on 
her new MacBook and 
playing with her pet rat 
Izzie.
W h a t  G o d  C r ea ted  Continued from Page 5
F lexcar Continued from Page 2
bon emissions and promotes considerate 
community, or is simply a cultural phe­
nomenon that quickly vanishes is yet to 
be determined. Regardless of the cultural 
implications, the idea of the company has 
worked well for my wife and me, and we 
would recommend membership to all Full­
er community.
Flexcar is not the only 
thing Nick is a fan of, he 
is also an enthusiastic 
admirer o f the Detroit 
Tigers. You can check 
out his blog at www.nick- 
warnes.blogspot.com.
D ifference Continued from Page l
words that those who can’t manage earthly 
things can’t be expected to be trustworthy 
of heavenly things. At various places in the 
New Testament we see hints that God’s 
people will be entrusted to rule with Christ 
over the new heavens and the new earth. 
But if we can’t even manage the pollution 
that results from our basic manufacturing 
processes and fossil fuel consumption, how 
can we be expected to preside over the loft­
ier matters of the Eschaton?
One o f the things that first 
attracted Joe to his fiance 
Glory was her ability to 
survive LA without a car.
Roarrrr!
past to predict changes, but they are known 
to be faulty and not very accurate because 
initial conditions and parameters can easily 
skew the data.1
From a Biblical perspective, I believe 
that God created this world fully knowing 
what humans are capable of. Knowing that 
humans make mistakes He created a sys­
tem that could withstand human influences 
and not self-destruct. On the other hand, if 
one believes that the world was created by 
chance then it may be easy to also deduce 
that humans can by accident easily destroy
1. Personal interview on October 1,2006: Edward Zingone, 
Meteorologist
their world. A world created by chance 
cannot know what may happen in the fu­
ture and how humans will choose to live. 
Therefore, that world could easily be de­
stroyed by any number of unknown reasons 
in the future. We know that God fashioned 
a good and remarkable world that will not 
easily be destroyed. In this case, theology 
and science are not in conflict. Instead, the 
scientific factors presented validate what 
would be expected from a world designed 
by God.
While I do not believe that human be­
havior and C02 admissions are affecting 
the current trend in global warming, I also
do not believe that the pollution is good for 
human life or animals for whom we are re­
sponsible. Then again, that is entirely dif­
ferent article.
Esther is pursuing an M.A 
in Cross-cultural studies.
She likes the natural sci­
ences and has a B.S. in 
Agriculture with an em­
phasis on Horticulture.
She would like to give 
any thanks to Edward 
Zingome for providing some research and per­
spective for this article.










Mental Health and Aging
Tue, Oct 17,11-1, Payton 101
Slettie Jones, Dept, of Health, LA County, will present
on pastoral ministry to older adults in the church.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar 
Faith-Based Conflict Transformation I 
Fri, Oct 20,11-1, Payton 101 
A team from Christians Empowering Others for Rec­
onciliation with Justice will present an introductory 
framework and basic skills for faith-based conflict 
transformation.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar 
Faith-Based Conflict Transformation II 
Sat, Nov 4,9-12, Payton 101
A team from Christians Empowering Others for Rec­
onciliation with Justice will present.
Friday Night Music
Fridays @ 7pm, Coffee by the Books
Come join us for a cup o’ joe and great live music
performed by fellow Fuller community members.
Fuller Wives Support Groups 
Wed, 9-11:15am, Pasadena Pres. Church, 3rd floor 
Childcare is provided for infants to age five. For more 
info, contact Heidi at 578.0325.
Thu, 7-9 pm, Koinonia Community Life Center 
No childcare is provided. For more info, contact Patty 
at 584.5594 (day) or 796.7487 (evening).
MFT Free Therapy
The Department of Marriage and Family at Fuller is 
offering 10 free counseling sessions to engaged/mar- 
ried couples, or families who wish to improve their 
interaction patterns. For more information, call Annie 
Mathew at 584.5687 or email fullerliveteam@yahoo. 
com. Space is limited. Not available to School of Psy­
chology students.
SOP Free Therapy
The School of Psychology is offering free individual 
therapy to a limited number of students and their fam­
ily members on a first-come first-serve basis. Therapy 
is provided by supervised students earning a doctoral 
degree in clinical psychology. Ideal for relationship is­
sues, life transitions, personal growth, stress, sadness, 
anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues. Duration
of therapy will be determined by need, limited only 
by the duration of the academic year. For more info, 
contact Fuller Psychological and Family Services at 
584.5555.
Integrational Small Group
Do you have the heart to integrate psychology, mis­
sions, and theology? Do you care about the mental 
health and spiritual needs of missionaries? Join a 
community of students every other Thursday night 
for thriving discussion and fellowship. For time, loca­
tion, and speakers, contact Jeff Simons (buckrogers@ 
cp.fuller.edu) or Hana Shin (hana_shin (fficp.fuller. 
edu).
Researching another country or culture?
Latourette Library of William Carey Int’l University, 
associated with the U.S. Center for World Mission, 
has many books on other countries, cultures and reli­
gions. Registered Fuller students, faculty and staff are 
welcome to use Latourette Library free of charge. Lo­
cated at 1530 E. Elizabeth Street (top floor), the hours 
are: Mon-Fri: 10am-12pm and l:30-5:30pm (except 
5pm on Friday) Sat: llam-5pm.
chapel mm
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Session Hours: Tuesdays, 4-8 pm




Copy Services  
Need Copies?
40 copies no minimum 
590 or less for Color Copies
Send/Receive Faxes
626.795.1936
Scan Bind E-Files CD Copy









The Services section o f the SEMI is fo r  announcing services and events not offeredbyFuller.,Individuals are personally responsible fo r  evaluating the quality and 
type o f  service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do riot recommend or guarantee any o f  the services listed. .;s
S e r v i c e s
Babysitter Needed for 2nd grade boy, Thursday eve­
nings 5:30-8:30pm. Responsibilities include picking 
child from school & homework assistance. Pay is $9/ 
hr. Contact Tina Houston 356.4361.
Massage Therapy. Serving the Fuller community: 
Susan Young, nationally certified massage therapist. 
Affordable rates and close to Fuller campus. Massage 
is good self-care! Please call 296.3245.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant Auto 
Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, Pasadena. Call 
798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes from Fuller. Owned 
by family of Fuller graduate for 25 years. Discount! 
Columbia Auto Body. 323.258.0565. Located at 1567 
Colorado Blvd. in Eagle Rock.
Pasadena Tire. All major brands. New/used tires, 
alignment, brakes, struts/shocks. 1070 E. Walnut St. 
795.7240. Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8-1.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 E. 
Walnut St. 793.0388. Mon-Fri 8-5:30.
Outpouring & Release Confernce: November 1- 
4, register today! Todd Bentley, John Crowder, Da­
vid Herzog, Mel Tari, and David Tomberlin. For 
more info go to: www.davidtomberlin.com, or call 
800.492.4663.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer Co. is 
a jewelry design, manufacturing, and repair business 
founded in 1917 and located in the jewelry district 
of downtown Los Angeles. Owner Mel Zimmer is a 
longtime member of Glendale Presbyterian Church. 
Because of our appreciation of Charles Fuller and the 
Seminary, we consider it a privilege to serve Fuller 
students. Phone Mel’s son Ken at 213.622.4510 for 
information. Also visit our website: www.walterzim- 
mer.com.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller SOP 
PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as a statisti­
cian for thesis and dissertation consultations. Worked 
on hundreds of projects. Teaches graduate research 
courses. Designing “survivable” research proposals a 
specialty. Methods chapter tune-ups. Survey devel­
opment. Provides multivariate data analysis using 
SAS or SPSS. Statistical results explained in simple 
English! Assistance with statistical table creation 
and report write-up. Final oral defense preparation. 
Fuller community discounts. Call for free phone con­
sultation. Tom Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. Email 
tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ MasterCard/ 
AMEX accepted.
Sex Addiction Therapy group for men recovering 
from sex addiction: facilitated by Sam Alibrando, 
PhD. For more information, please call 577.8303.
Interpersonal Therapy Group. For men and women 
interested in an intensive growth experience: facili­
tated by Sam Alibrando, PhD. For more information, 
please call 577.8303.
Therapy Available. Fuller alumni from MFT program 
offers therapy sessions on a sliding scale. Private prac­
tice setting, can help with depression, anxiety, trauma, 
childhood issues, relational issues, pre-marital and 
marital counseling and more. Call Alexine Thompson 
at 818.790.9448.
Integrative Group Therapy. For female ministry and 
mental health students and professionals with food 
and/or body image conflicts. This bio-psycho-spiritual 
group focuses on healing disembodiment and process­
ing body issues evoked in clinical or ministerial work 
with other women. Monday’s ll-12:30pm or Thurs­
day 7:30-9am in Arcadia. Contact: Cissy Brady-Rog- 
ers,LMFT 254.1724.
Mountain Retreat! Beautiful country-style cabin, 2 
bedrooms (limit-6 persons), located in the Big Bear 
area, available to the Fuller community. Rates: $175 
per weekend; $425 per week; $65 weekdays. Non- 
refundable deposit required. Call John Hull, at Fuller, 
ext. 5312.
FRESH06
FRESH:: A GATHERING PLACE FOR THOUSANDS 
OF YOUNG PEOPLE FILLED WITH AN INCREDIBLE 
& INDESCRIBABLE TIME OF WORSHIP
w h e n  OCTOBER 21 p 2006
W HERE ANAHEIM  CONVENTION CENTER (ARENA)
TIME 6:00 PM (doors open at 5pm)
FEATURED ARTISTS KUTLESS & w o rsh ip  led by JEFF DEY0 
SPEAKER FRANCIS CHAN (sponsored by Southern California Net­
work of churches and organizations)
CALL 866-410-3287




:: $25 per person (purchased before Sept 30th)
:: $30 per person (purchased after Sept 30th)
:: Special Group Rate ($20 per person for a group of 15 or more)
:: Free devotional guide (FRESH+ : 40 days of a devotional journey) 
and other free resources with purchase of each ticket.
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